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Ts the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Sin—The challenge givenin your 15th No. and 
again repeated in your last, has induced me to 
trouble you with the following. You bave chal- 
lenged your readers ‘to produce a single passage 
from the Scriptures in which it is plainly and une- 
quivocally stated, that one act or deed is required of 
man, in default of the performance of which his 
soul shall be endlessly miserable, or in compliance 
with which, his soul shall be made endlessly happy 
in the enjoyment of eternal life’ (No. 19. p. 60.) 
‘ The condition’ you say in your last ( No. 33.) ‘must 
be plainly stated, endless happiness if complied with, 
and endless misery if neglected.” We take it for 
granted, the Editor does not mean to cavil about 
words. For if he is to propose the terms in which 
this declaration is to be expressed, his sine qua non 
would be perfectly ridiculous. If the passage 
plainly and unequivocally declares this truth, in 
whatever language conveyed, his sine qua non is 
complied with. 

I am perfectly aware that the production of such 
a passage, and { mean to produce the declaration of 
the Lord himself) will be directly opposed to the 
Editor’s doctrine of Universal salvation, and may 
therefore lead to controversy ; but I will here pre- 
mise, that [ shall not on the present occasion enter 
any further upon the subject than simply to pro- 
duce the passage, and show that the condition re- 
quired is contained in it. It matters not whether 
it be in agreement with the literal meaning of many 
other parts of Seripture, when considered sepa- 
rately and by themselves, or not. [ shall not an- 
dertake to reconcile the difficulties, or to harmonize 
the Sciipture, that the Editor may produce in op- 
position to the truth here declared, because I am 
convinced that this would hea fruitless attempt ; 
and yet} have no doubt there is perfect harmony 
throughout. But I shall content myself with doing 
what L think every mind, not entirely blinded by 
their preconceived opinions, will consider a full re- 
ply to the Editor’s challenge. 

In the Gospel according to St. Luke(chap. x. @5 


to 37 } we are informed that ‘a certain lawyer stood this condition, the soul fails of the attainment of | mISsery. 


up and tempted him [Jesus] saying, Master, what 
shall | do to inherit eternal life?’ (I take it for 


eranted that the Editor will allow that the words | ing thafthe non performanee of a required condilion | that truth, 
eternal life’ mean ‘ endless happiness’ If not, there | 


is an endof the argument, and [ should think too, 
f common sense.} ‘He said unto him, what is 
written in the law2 How readestthou? And he 
inswering, said, thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
ill thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy 
wighbour as thyself. And he said unto him, * thou 
rast answered rightly; thisdo and thou shalt live.’ 
Now here was a plain and direct question put to 
sar Lord by this lawyer,demanding of him what he 
should do to inherit eternal life. How does our 
Lord reply to him? Not by telling him, friend, 
thou art mistafen in thy views of this matter; there 
is nothing that thou canst do, that will entitle thee 


to endless happiness ; | have procured for thee or | 
will procure for thee, that inestimable blessing ; give | 


thyself no concern about the matter: No. But he 
says to him, what is written in the law? How read- 
est thou? To which he replies as above. And then 
our Lord says, ‘ This do and thou shalt live.’ (But 
here again I am taking things for granted, for I can 
hardly persuade myself, that the Editor will not 
admit that ‘ eternal life’ and the phrase ‘to live’ are 
both synonymous with ‘ endless happiness.’ If not, 


lasI said before, thereis an end of the argument. 
Not but what this can be proved; but I have now 
neither leisure nor inclination to pursue it.) Now I 
appeal to your understanding, whether here is pot 
a plain, direct, and explicit declaration, that to in 
herit eternal life, it is necessary to love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, and 
our neighbour as ourselves ? and whether this is not 
‘an act or deed’ required of man, in compliance 
with which he shall be made endlessly hapjy in the 
enjoyment of eternal life ? 

Will you say this lawyer was a Jew,and therefore 


you say, ‘ Christ says the law and the prophets 
were until John, since which time the kingdom of 
God is preached, &c.’ [No. 33. answer to C.] from 
which I infer, you mean to allege that the Gospel 
superseded the law. In one sense it did; and here 
lies your error. 
the moral law. The ceremonial law was 
superseded by the Gospel, but the moral law (io 
which] mean to include the deealogue) was not 
superseded, but really more firmly established by 
the gospel, as a mean and rule of life. This trath, 
without going further, is clearly proved by the very 
circumstance | have adduced above, namely, our 
Lord’s referring the inquirer after eternal life, 
to the observance of that law. For Christ came 


H 
} 
| 
| 
false teacher. 

There isanother passage equally plain with the 
foreguing, declaring the performance of a condition 
on our part necessary to entitle us to enter into 
life. It is found in Matt. xix. 17.andin our Lord’s 
reply to the young man whoinquires of him, what 
good thing he should do to have eternal life. 
thou wilt enter into life, says he, keep the command- 
ments.’ 











| true, the Editor’s ‘sine qua’ non’ to the contrary 
| notwithstanding, thatif the performance of a con- 
i dition be necessary to entitle us to enter inte life, 
then the non-performance of this condition neces- 
| sarily excludes us from entering into life ; which 
| whether the Editor chooses to call by the name of 
endless misery or otherwise, does not alter the case. 
By the pertormance of the condition the soul is 
made endlessly happy. By neglecting to perform 





endless happiness. Callit what you please. 
| But d go further; I will produce the passage prov 
leaves the soul in endless misery. Not where those 
express terms are used; for, as we said before, we 
cannot believe the Editor means to prescribe the 
language, aud then say produce it; this, as we ob- 
served, would make his sine gua non ridiculous, 
In the 3d chap of John, 36th verse, it is said by 


everlasting dife; and he that believeth not the Son, 
shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him.’ 

Now if [ have any understanding of language, 
a plainer declaration than this is not contained in all 
the Bible. Faith on the Son is here the condition of 
salvation ; or of everlasting life. The want of it, 
the cause of endless misery. For if to see life, be 
everlasting happiness, [the terms are synony mous 
then not to see life is everlasting misery, and more 
particularly, when it is said to be the occasion of 
the wrath of God abiding on him. 

Thus, I think, the challenge has been answered 
To evade the force of those passages by quoting 
and comparing them with others, or by setting 
them in opposition to certain doctrines alleged to 
be taught in the Scriptures, willnot answer. I con- 
sider them still as standing unimpeached. Do they 








| mises, which we are quite willing shall be 


the Lord pointed him to the Jewish law? I answer; | 


You confound the ceremonial with | 
indeed | 


to teach men the way te eternal life, and to refer | 

. “_ ° . } 
them to that which he himself had abolished, as in- | 
capable of conferring it, would have made him a, 


I might here rest the subject; for it is indubitably | 


the Lord himself, ‘ he that believeth on the Son hath | 





not unequivocally assert conditions ? 
answer the inquiry. 


Let the candid 


ANSWER, 


It is with pleasure we see the long contested ques 


tion, in a state of approximation to a close. Our 
correspondent, JC. although he indireety complies 
with our sine qua non, he directly gives lis esseui to 
a erterion, and lends his authority (9 estabueh pre 


li be umypare, 
and decide in all matters undecided by the Scrip- 
tures, the word of God! J.C. in his first paragraph, 
says,* We take it for granted, the Editor does not 
mean to cavtl about words For il he 
the lerms in which this declarati CLpress 
ed, his sine qua non would be perfectly ridiculous. 

If the passage plainly, and unequivocally, declares 

this truth, in whatever languag 

qua non is complied with.” Pray,in what terms is 
the position or doctrine conveyed, which we object 
to? If it is plainly, aud unequivocally declared, we 
jean do normore. If itis not plainly, and uncquive 
cally declared, our opponents have no right to de 

clare itis! Our Oppovents declare, that 
mnisery shall be the fate of all those, whodo not 
comply with the conditions of theG spel Wk 

PROP Sh NO TERMS ae The y ! ave pro} osed 
the terms—we only wish them to prove from the 
Scriptures, that these are the t rvs, and that the 

endless misery they speak of, will inevitably await 

ij all those, who do not comply will these te rms! We 
|appeal to the conscience of J.C. for the propriety 

j and justice of the ground we have taken; and what 

ever answer may proceed from his mouth, or hi 

i pen, We know we shall receive a favourable verdict 

| We repeat it 


is tu propose 


nistoe be 


e conveyed, his sin 


endless 


we have proposed no terme oli 
opponents have proposed 
i recapitulated their terms 
} wo terms—nay,more—salv ation is * without money, 
and without price!’ J.C. in his seeond paragraph, 
|} expresses a wish to avoid controversy, or re ply, 
and says, ° Ishall not undertake to recone ile the 
difficulties, or to harmonize the Scripture, that the 
Editur may produce in opposition to the truth bere 
l declared; because Iam convince d, that this would 
| be a fruitless attempt; and yet 1 have no doubr, 
| that there is perfect harmony throughout.’ That is. 
| ‘ there is pertect harmony throughout,’ bi tween the 
| Scripture, and my opinion, or belief in endless 
i We should do J.C. injustice, did we not 
confess, that we think his preen ition a very nece 
sary one. And we take the Pberty to inform him, 
and truth alone, harmonizes with the 
Scriptures. * And that the spiriturel understanding 
| of them, if we take Christ in evidence 
| not endless misery; for Christ The words 
| that L speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
jlite.’ "Therefore, there is no harmony in the Serip 
| tures with endless misery 
J.C. in histhird paragraph, introduces the cor - 
| dition, as follows—‘ In the Ge spe laccording to St 
Luke, &e., we are informed, thata ‘certain lawye: 
stood up, and tempted him, [Jesus] Say log, Master, 
What shall Ido to inherit eternol life? [Ltake it fo: 
| granted, that the Editor will allow that the werds 
}*eternal life,’ mean endless happiness If net, 
| there is an ead of the argument; and I should 
jthink too, of common sense.] ‘He said unto him, 
what is written in the law? How readest thou? And 
lhe answering, said, thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with ali thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strength, aud with all thy mind, and 
thy neighbour as thyself. And he said unto him, 
Thou hast answered rightly. This do, and thou 
i shalt live.’ Now, we have a question to put to 


term we have only 


for we declare. there ie 


, islife and 


Sus, ° 


iJ. ©. for we think, that be has introduced this, in 
| this manner, to tempt us! Namely— Do you believe 


that endless misery awaits all those, who do not lov: 





i416 


the Lerd their God with ali their heart, &e , and 
their neighbour as themselves? Did you ever refuse 
to do that for your neighbour, which you would, in 
similar ewewmnstances, do for yourself? We appeal 
to your conscience! Do you love any thing heside 
your God? Ans. Here are no difficult passages of 
seripture to harmonize! Answer our questions—we 
demand it of you—nay more—if you wnswer them 
in the negative, your conscience will give you the 
lie derect!And if you answer them in the affirmative, 
you seal your own eternal damnation, and endless 
misery is your portion! Now, we take it for 
granted, that without perfect obedience, there is an 
end to all hopes of happiness. on J. C's. plan: ‘and 
we should think too, of common sense " There is, 
however, two passages of Seripture which we shall 
quote, and we shall exeuse J. C. from the trouble | 
of harmonizing them with his doctrine, and fora 
reason. which, we think, is too obvious to mention. 
Namely— If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is notin us. By the law 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight. (Why ?) For 
by the law is the knowledge of sin.” J.C. con- | 
tinues— Now here was a plain, and direct question 
put te our Lord by this liwver, demanding of him 
what he should do, to inherit eternal life.’ J. C.is 
requested to notice, that the lawyer did not go to 
Christ in ahumble mind, wishing to be instructed ; 
but went to tempt Chri-t. He did not ask Christ, 
how he could be saved -but what he should do—T— 
What shall ldo! Now what answer could Christ, 
under such circumstances, make ? We answer—no 
other than he did make. And it carried con- 
demnation to the lawyer, and it earries condemna- 
tion to the conscience of J.C. Now we think J.C. 
has omitted one condition; and we, wishing him to 
be saved, and presuming that he is sincere, we ad- 
vertise him of it. Christ told a young man, who 
applied to him to know what he should do, 
after hearing him boast of his goodness, * Thou 
lackest one thing yet, sell all that thou hast, and 
rive to the poor” &e This answer, we are inform- 
edymade the ‘young man go away sorrowful,’ and 
we are grossly mistaken, if the mere recapitula- 
tion of it, does not make JC. feel sorrowful too! 
J.C continnes— How does our Lord reply to 








him? Not by telling him, Friend, thou art mistaken 
in thy views of this matter: there is nothing that 
thou evnst do that will entitle thee to endless happi 
ness; [Quere. Weask J.C. if there is any thing 
that he can do te entitle him to endless happiness, 
if perfect obedience is the only thing which ean | 
procure it?) Lt have procured for thee, or will 
procure for thee, that inestimable blessing ;—give | 
thyself ao concern about the matter. No ;—} 
but he says to him, What is written in the law ? 
How readest thou? To which he replies, as above. 
And our Lord savs, ‘ This do, and thou shalt 
live Our blessed Lord told the truth! No man 
m procure himself eternal life, but by being 
holy, as God is holy. God be praised, his right- 
eousness is ours——-Christ for aad with us, rendered 
verfect obedience ta the law: and the festimony of 
Pyval is truth, * But now the righteousness of God 
eUhout the law is manifested, being witnessed by 
the Law (itself) and the prophets, even the righteous- 
was of God whichis by faith of Jesus Christ un- 
to all? &e. And as J.C. observes, * Bat here Tam 
king things for granted, for [ean hardly persuade 
myself, thatthe Editor will not admit that ‘ eternal 
we andthe phrase’ do live” are both synonymous 
with endless huppiness’ So J.C. will admit, that 
the righteousness of God is eternal life, or will 
procure it! God, surely is perfect. And bis right- 
eousness is perfect: and it harmonizes with the 
Scripture, which says,—T am the living bread 
which came down front heaven: if any man eat of 
this bread, he shall live for ever, and the bread that 
1 will give, is my Mesh, which I will give for the life 
of the wor'd’ Join vi. 51. Is not this, procuring 
fer the world § this inestimable blessing 7? We shall 
not adopt the phraseology of J. C. and say,* If not, 
there isan end of the argument; for we assure 
him, that our arguments are, at least, coexistent 
with the objections which require them, and that 
we shall pursue the error while we live! J. C. con 


live also!’ Not because you have believed, 





tinues— Now L appeal to your understanding, 
whether bere is nota plain direct, and explicit de- 
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claration, that to inherit eternal life, it is necessary | 


to love the Lord our God with all our heart, mind, | 
soul, and strength, and our neighbour as ourselves? | 
And, whether this is not an act, or deed, required | 
of man, in compliance with which he shall be made | 
endlessly happy in the enjoyment of eternal life ? 
Now we are quite willing to acknowledge, that the | 
man who does all this, shall live as long as J.C. | 
pleases to have him. We, however, have a ques- | 
tion to ask: --Does this passage(in Luke)*plainly and | 
unequivocally declare,’ that those who do not* love | 
the Lord our God with all their heart, &c., and their | 
neighbour as themselves,’ shall be endlessly miserable? | 
If not, then our sine qua non is not complied with! | 
In answer to J. C's. fourth paragraph, we have 
only to observe, that Christ declared, ‘ J am the 
way, the truth, and the life” Not the law. We 
believe the daw of God in its purity, and Divine re- 
quirements, is co-existent with Ged himself! And | 
we further challenge J. C. and all others,to produce | 
one passage, where Christ preached salvation by | 
the works of any law? In the passage under con- | 
sideration, a lawyer came to Christ, tempting him. 
If you please, trying him (Christ,} not to find out| 
the way of salvation! Neither did this lawyer ask 
Christ the way of salvation. * But, what shall 1 do?’ | 
Could this lawyer save himself? If so, Christ 
is not the only Saviour! We repeat it, this lawyer 
did not ask, how he should be saved; humbly in- 
quiring the way of salvation. But,* Master, what 
shatl 1 do!” 1, myself! | want nv help! Tell me what 
is to be done—and I,—I will do the work—I am: 
mighty to save! Christ told him. And we tell all 
men, who ask what they shall do, that they \.ust 
render perfect obedience to the law of God, and be 
as holy as God is holy' Nay, more, we tell all men 
who seek salvation by their own works i. conformi- | 
ty to or under the law, that they never will have | 
iife, [call it by any name you please) until they have | 
rendered perfect obedience to the law of God! 
{Let no man alter this call us Antinomians!) And 
we have dene this! Christ is the Head—we are the 
members of vis body! Aod the Head, with, and | 
for the members, rendered perfect obedience to | 
the law. For proof of this, see 1 Cor. i. 30, Rom. iii. 
22. And we triumphantly exclaim, we have the 
oath of Jehovah, that ‘ every tongue shall swear--- | 


surely shall say,in the Lord have I righteousness | 
and strength.’ Isaiah xlv. 23, 24. Produce the con- | 
dition * if you can!’ Must we be wise? Christ is 
made unto us wisdom! Is holiness, oy sanctification, 
an indispensable qualification ? Christ is made un- 
to us sanctification! Duo you say, we must have 
something to redeem us from the sins we have com- 
initted 7 We answer—Christ hath done ail, and it 
is ours! He is made unto us redemption! Ransack 
creation, and produce one condition which we 
have not already complied with! The work is 
done! J. C. should have brought his conditions 
befure! We have complied with them all! And 
Christ, our Head, has said, ‘Because I live, ye shall | 


one done | 
the things commanded you. Well does the apos- | 
tle declare, ‘I am persuaded, that neither _ life, | 
aor death,&e., nor any other creature, shall be able | 
to separate us from the love of God, which isin | 
Christ Jesus our Lord! Can sin separate us from | 
this love? No! Never! ‘For God commendeth his | 
ove toward us, in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us,’ Rom. v. 8. God is unchangea- | 
‘le! And the salvation of the world is as sure, as | 
God is sure! His immutability is our guarantee — | 
ind we want no better! We believe God; and in| 
the words of the apostle, ‘We both labour and 
suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, 
who is the Savieur of all men; specially of those | 
that believe. We have experienced this special 
salvation, * for we, (says the same apostle] who have 
believed do enter into rest’ Here is cause and 
effect One canveot exist without the other. We 
isk all men—Have you entered into rest ? Cao 
you sy, in the language of the apostle,‘ 1 am per- 
suaded that neither life, nor death, &e., shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, &c? For 
we know, [not hope and fear} that if our earthly 
nouse of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have 
+ building of God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens,’ 








| C. 


J.C. in bis fifth paragraph, introduces angthe; 
quotation from Matt. xix.17. ‘The young man ep 

uired of him ([Christ,] what good thing he should 
do to have eternal life. (Christ replies} * If thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.’ J. ¢ 
however, omitted a part---* Jesus said unto him, |; 
thou wilt be perfect, go, sell all that thou hast, and 
give to the poor, &e. Is not perfection necessary ° 

fe again ask, Does this passage ‘ plainly, and une 
quivocally declare, that those who do not this 
shall be endlessly miserable? No! If it did, we 
should tremble for J.C! J. C. adds, ‘ I might here 
rest the subject; for it is indubitably true, the Edi 
tor’s ‘ sine qua non’ to the contrary notwithstanding. 
that if the performance of a condition be necessary 
to entitle us to enter into life, then, the non-per 
formance of this condition, necessarily excludes uc 
from entering into life; which, whether the Edito; 
chooses to call by the name of endless misery, © 
otherwise, does not alter the case,’ &e. We tell J 
C. plainly, that if he rests the subject here, he wil) 
not rest himself! We tell J.C. farther, that if he 
believes the performance of these conditions are 
necessary to entitle him to heaven---lie will be 
excluded from heaven; or in other words, he wil! 
not enter into rest, until he believes he has per- 
formed them; or believes Christ has done it, and 
his {Christ’s) righteousness is his! And we have 
no hesitation in saying, that if J. C. continues in 
his present unbelieving state, relative to the right- 
eousness of Christ, being the righteousness of the 
members of his body [all 7 endlessly 
will be endlessly miserable! For we have not 
the credulity to believe that J. C. willever make 
the sacrifice of his property, and besides, keep all 
the commandments,which, if we believe him, must 
be done, or endless misery is his portion! Quere 
Would J.C. submit to endless misery, if he knew 
he could avoid it by giving all his property to th: 
poor ? Would J. C. hesitate a moment, if he really 
believed this was the sine qua non? We shall let 
him answer these questions at his leisure! 

Again, we remark that the passage from Matt. is 
similar to the one from Luke The young man 
asked, what he should do; and Christ told him. 
We are instructed, that the young man was sor- 
rowful; and we think this will be the case with J. 
We ask J. C. how the non-performance of a 
condition can exclude any man from heaven, when 
we are ‘ saved by grace, through faith, and that not 
of ourselves ; (Why? Ans.)itis the gift of God!" 
The following will illustrate the subject. J.C. (the 
lawyer,) goes to the market, and asks the seller, 
Master, what shall I give you (what good thing 
shall I do) for a piece of beef? He is told, Give me 
one dollar and the beef is your’s! (Keep the com- 
mandments, &c.,) A. B. goes to the market, and 
says, I have no dollar---/ must eat or starve ! Mas- 
ter, how (not, what do you ask !) shall I obtain pro- 
vision for myself and family? The master tells him, 


| The meat is your’s --believe---take it and rejoice ! 


* Believe,’ said Paul, and Silas, to the Jailer, ‘ and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house” And we are 
authorized by God, to say, that the time is coming, 
when at the name of Jesus, (Saviour) every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue shall swear.’ 

J. C. continues---* But I go further. I will pro- 
duce the passage, proving that the noa- performanc: 
of a required condition leaves the soul in endless 
misery. Not where those express terms are used 
[ah—* there’sthe rub! Pray, what right have yo. 
to use them, if Christ did noi?) for as | said betor: 
we cannot believe the Editor means to preseril» 
the language, and then say, produce it. [No! Bu’ 
we can believe that J. C. has preseribed the lav 
guage; and we say, produce it, if youcan!) This 
as we observed, would make his swfe qua non 6 
diculous.’ True---but the language has been pre- 
scribed by our opponents ; and we ouly want them 
to ‘ stick to their text ;’ and then, let the ridicule 
shift for itself, it would be no concern of ours! Let 
us examine this. J. C. says, ‘ I will produce the 
passage, proving the non-perfurmance of a required 
condition, leaves the soul in endless misery’ 
Reader, look at it---‘ In John iii. 36. [says J. C.| 
it is said by the Lord himself,‘ He that believeth on 
the Son, hath everlasting life; and he that believeth 
not the Son, shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth onhim.’ Would to heaven J. C. believed 








his! And not him alone, but all men. It is not 
possible for human reason to conceive of any truth’ 
or position whatever, that we more ully believe’ 
than we believe these words of Christ, in their most 
extensive sense! Our very existence is not more 
evident to us, than the truth contained in this, to 
us, consoling declaration. It is a main pular in the 
doctrine of the salvation of all then! Nay, more— 
itis not with us a mere matter of belief; for we 
rejoice in it! It is (ife, and not death! It is to us an 
evideace of the truth of the declaration, that ‘ Man 
sball ive by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God. What is itto believe? What is 
faith? Will a man’s believing a thing make it true ? 
Must not a thing, or principle, be true, before we 
believe it; or will our believing make that true, 
which was net true before we believed it? * He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.’ What 
is it to believe on the Son? Is it possible for that 
man to have (or enjoy) everlasting life, who be- 
lieves Christ will damu him, and torment him for 
ever? No! It is not possible. Is it possible fora 
man to have everlasting life, by believing Christ to 
be his Saviour,if he is not his Saviour? We think 
none will contend for this. Christ, then, must be 
the man’s Saviour, before he believes, or the man 
believes a lie, or makes that true,by believing, which 
was not true before! Now mankind are called upon 
to believe a truth. Namely, ‘ God is the Saviour of 
all men, specially of these that believe.” If a man’s 
faith makes that truth, which was nof truth, or had 
no existence (the same thing) before he believed it, 
then the doctrine of salvation by Christ, &c., is an 
idle tale! The special salvation is explained. He 
that believeth, Aath (specially enjoys it, by believ- 
‘ng the truth,) everlasting life. He that believeth 
oot (says Jolin, makes God a liar, How? Ans. be- 
cause he believes not the record, &c.,) shall net see 
ife and (Is there any life for him tosee? According 
ty the common opinion there is none, and because 
he dues not see, what has no existence,) the wrath 
uf God abideth on him.’ How does the wrath of 
God abide on him? Ans. ‘The wrath of God is 
evealed from heaven against all unrighteousness.’ 
‘Then every man who cannot see himself in Christ, 
reconciled to God, must have in his own mind an 
apprehension, that the wrath of God abideth on 
iim ! Is it possible for a man te believe on the tes- 
timony of God, that Christ is the Saviour of all 
men, without believing that he is his Saviour? No, 
itis impossible, Is it possible for a man to believe 
Christ to be his Saviour, and to have the wrath of 
his heavenly Father abiding on him? No! Never! 
Is it possible for an unbeliever to see life, when he 
does not believe that Christ is his life? No! It is 
not possible! Was there ever an unbeliever, on 
whom the wrath of God abided, who ever escaped 
from the endless misery, which J.C. says, is to be 
the fate of those who do not see life? Ans. If there 
ever was a man, who ever was an unbeliever, and 
aflerwards believed, he either must have suffered end- 
less misery, or the declaration of Christ, namely, 
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life, 
inust be false—or endless misery, and everlasting 
ife, are synonymous terms ! Here are the premises, 
and we challenge all creation to avoid their conclu- 
yions !!! If ONE manean be found, who was once 
an unbeliever, and escaped endless misery, J. C’s. 
hypothesis is gone * like the baseless fabric of a 
vision, and leaves not a wreck behind!’ We shall 
instance Paul,as one remarkable for his infidelity, 
as respected his belief on the Son, and who even 
earried his rancour so far, that he persecuted, even 
auto death, those who did believe. What think 
you? Will Paul be endlessly miserable? Or is J C 
inistaken—one,or the other,must be the case. This, 
however, we shall leave to the good sense of the 
reader to determine! J. C. adds— Then not to see 
life, is everlasting misery, and more particularly, 
when it is said to be the occasion of the wrath of 
God abiding on him.’ Here, then, is cause and 
effect Prove that the cause will be endless, and we 
shall freely acknowledge, that the effect will be 
endless also. This you can never do! We, how- 
ever, can prove that the cause shall cease, and 
the effect ceases of course. And further, we can 
rove that the effect will cease, then the cause ceases, 
e cause is sin. The prophet said of Christ, 
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that he should ‘ Finish transgression, and make an 
ead of sin.” Then the cause shall cease. Farther, 
* He will swallow up death ia victory ; and the 
Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces” 
Then the effect will cease. 

The concluding paragraph of J. C. we shall leave 
to the reader, whose remarks, we think, will be 
quite sufficient. 


147 


very of judgment, at the floal consummation of all 
thiogs—those interested, are all the human race— 
and the succeeding, the 12th verse, * And behold, 
fcome quickly; and my reward is with me, to 
, give every man according as his works shall be,’ 
| is adduced, and declared, to prove, that at that time 
every man willbe judged according to the deeds 
| done in the body---then they produce the declara- 


We think proper, however, before we dismiss the tion,* He that is unjust, let him be unjust still,” &e 
ta- | 


subject, to notice a trifling incongruity in the r 
soning of J.C. He in the first place, contends, that 
all those will be endlessly miserable, who do not 
love the Lord with all their heart, &:e.; then, all 
those will be endlessly miserable, who do not keep 
all the commandments, (we added, here. what he 
omitted; we presume he will not object to the 
whole, as he is fond of conditions) and seil atl their 
goods and give to the poor. And then, with unex- 
ampled cruelty, damns with endless misery all who 
do not believe on the Lord Jesus Christ; a condi- 
tion altogether different, and not included in his 
first, or second, set of terms, or conditions! We 
think a species of dealing like this, in bargains, and 
agreements, and conditions, in our world, where 
the pocket is concerned, would subject a man to se- 
vere animadversions—but in religion, it seems, you 
may shuffle as much as you please! 

J C. in his second paragraph, remarked, ‘ I shali 
not undertake to reconcile the difficulties, or to 
harmonize the Scriptures, that the Editor may pro- 
duce in opposition to the truth here declared, be- 
cause, | am convinced, that this would be a fruitless 
attempt,’ &e. If J. C. will harmonize the Scrip. 
tures he has brought forward, and reconcile them to 
each other, and all, to his eudless misery, and cov- 


ditions, we shall readily excuse him the trouble of 


harmonizing our quotations, for the reason he him- 
self has assigned ! 

—>— 

Middletown, Nov. 27, 1820. 


To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Sir,—The following passage of Scripture is sub- 
mitted for your consideration, with an earnest re- 
quest, that you will give it a place in your paper, to- 
gether with an exposition relative to its most exten- 
sive meaning. Revelation xxii. 11. “ He that is un- 
just, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, 
let him be filthy still ; and he that is righteous, let 
him be righteous still; and he that is holy, let him 
be holy still.” Who are the unjust and filthy, 


spoken of? And when, and where, will it be said of 


them, they are unjust, and let them remain so ? 
Who are the righteous, and holy? And why is there 
such a distinction made between the two charac- 
ters! 

An Attentive Reader of the Gospel Herald. 


REVELATION xxi. 11, 
‘ He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he 


which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he thatis 


righteous, let him be righteous still; and he that is 
holy, let him be holy still.’ 


If it were possible to produce one passage of the 
sacred writings, whieh has been the victim of out- 
rageous perversion more than another, we sheuld 


And in addition to this, is the positive assertion, 
|*there will be no change afler death’ This is 

what is called the orthodox view; if a man be 
j lieves this, he isa Christian; if he doubts, he is 
| damned; but, if he denies in toto, the truth of it, 
_he is immediately provounced a Universalist, and 
is, as in‘ days of yore,’ spoken against by all the 
world! We deny it in toto! But, we shall for a mo 

ment humour our friends, and taking it for granted 
\to be truth, reason accordingly. We premise 
however, that these are the premises of our friends. 
and we think they are in conscience bound, not 
to blame us for the conclusions which inevitably 
flow from them! We assure them, that we would do 
something better for them if we could,for we really 
pity them; but the materials are such, that nothing 
better can be produced from them! 

At the day of judgment, then, all mankind are to 
be judged according to the deeds done in (not out 
of) the body. The meritorious intercession and 
mediation of Chriet has nothing to do with the 
matter! No, nothing.---This conclusion our friends 
must accept with as good a grace as possible; for 
we assure them itis a child of their own! The law 
of God, which was given by Moses, is the law by 
which their actions are to be determined filthy, or 
holy, righteous, or unrighteous! Now, the Apostle 
James, declares, * For whosvever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all?) Then he must be very filthy and unright 
eous, to be guilty of offending against the whole 
law of God. And the same apostle declares, * For 
|in many things we (ineluding himself) offend all!’ 
| Let us look at the law—Whiat says the law? Ans, 

‘Thou shalt not covet—Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself” Every man, therefore, who ever 
coveted any thing he saw, and which did not be- 
long to him,is filthy—Every man who does not love 
his neighbour as himself, is unrighteous! The law 
says, ‘ The seventh day isthe sabbath of the Lord 
thy God; in it thou shalt not do any work.” Now 
the violation of this one command, and the substi- 
tution of the first day of the week, instead of it, is, 
according to the view of the subject under conside- 
ration, a wilful violation of the law of God, and 
eternal damnation will be the consequence ! It is in 
vain to attempt to get clear of this. If there is truth 
in the premises,there must be truth in the conclusions! 
Produce one testimony from the Seriptures, which 
by any reasonable mode of construction, will au- 
| thorize our preachers of Moses toneglect the obser- 
vance of the seventh day of the week, in the manner 
commanded by God? You cannotdo it! Produce one 
man who will stand this test, and bear the serutiny 
of this law, if you can! The Seriptures declare 
expressly—‘ There is none good, no, vot one.’ All, 
therefore, are filthy, and unrighteous, What 
kind of reward will the best men get at. the 
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have no hesitation in saying, this is the one! When! day of judgment, if they are to be rewarded ae- 


money is in question, men are required to be con- 


leording to them works, and their works are to be 


sistent, and teli a straight story; but, when the: judged accasding to the law of Moses? Remem- 
never-ending existence and welfare of the soul is ‘ber, * He that offends in one point, is guilty of all’ 
talked of, the more inconsistent and absurd your! And it will then be declared He that is filthy,(guilty 
conclusions are, the better; and the measure of| of all) let him be filthy (guilty of all) still! Well 
approbation you receive, depends upon the uncer | may it be said,‘ O Lord, if thou shouldest be strict 
tainty of your premises, and inconsistency, and ab- | to mark iniquity, who could stand:? But aceording 
surdity of your conclusions! The Apocalypse is|to this view of the subject, God willbe striet to 
said to be very mysterious---hard to be understood-- | mark iniquity; for ‘every man shall be rewarded, 
* no body knows the meaning of it’—this is in almost! as his work shall be.” There is to be ne change af- 
every man’s mouth; and strange to tell, the very | ter death! The punctilious Baptist, who refuses in 
persons who utter this plrin confession of their) this world to hold communion with any other de 
ignorance, are the very first to give it a definition: | nomination of professing Christians, will in heaven 
and one too, which if it were truth, would damn | keep his own corner, nor sufler himself to be pol- 
them eternally in the strictest sense of the term! — | luted with the touch of those. in his opinion, filthy 

That the reader may at one view behold the | and umighteous! The Arminian will despise the 
prodigious coatrast between truth and error, we | Calvinist, and shoot the finger at bim, as he passes 
shall briefly examine the doctrine which those who | by---while the Calvinist damns him for an heretic ! 
prefer exclusive claims to orthodoxy have squeezed | Aud the poor despised Universalist, if one should 





out of 1. The time spoken of, is said to be the | be so fortunate as to get there, however aflectionate- 
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ly he may feel towards all parties, will be ereeraled 
and hated by the whole! Reader, whatever of the 
ridiculous or absurd miay this, we are 
imnocent; you must charge thie the 
‘The Calvinists and Hophi sians, how 


appe ar in 
whole upen 
premises 
ever, who contend stoutly that there is au change 
after death, would do well to consider this a terrible 
satire upon their present dispositions. For if in a 
future state they can behold with ipturous deligh 
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no longer in panera of falling into endless punish- 
ment. Now read this—* The true penitent should 
continue to watch and pray tll he is justified; 
Quere. Will praying justily him?) that, when jus- 
tified, he should continue to watch and pray, and 


deny himself, and take up his cross, till he is sanc- | 


tified : (Quere. Will watehing, &e. sanctify him ?)) 


aod when sanctified, he should continue the same 
course, bedeving, loving, and obeying, till he is glori- 


the writhing torturesof their children, and their ex#M@fed. (Quere. Will the same course glorify him ? 


ultation and joy increase with their torments, they, 
if we can believe them, possess even in this life this 
heavenly disposition, and are obliged to stifle it 
on account of the hellish notions of those they are 
compelled to associate with! Reader, what a blessed 
place our earth would be, if this heaven was begun 
here, and every father constantly mantle sted to 
wards his children, this inexpressibly tender ane 
loving disposition ? Presuming the reader has see: 
enough of the error to be disgusted with it, we pro 
ceed to the truth ! 

Nearly eighteen hundred years have rolled away, 
since the words which are the subject under con- | 
sideration were spoken. John, the revealer (or re-| 
lator) was in a vision in the Island of Patmos. 
Christ, the Saviour of the world, appeared unto | 
John, and commanded him, ‘ Write the things 
which thou hast seen, and the things whieh are, and | 
the things which shall be hereafter” The reader is 
requested to notice the order—-namely, past, (thou 
hast seen) present (the things which are) future, (the 
things which shall be hereafter.) If itis sand, that the | 


| 


! 


} 
} 


expression, ‘the things which shall be hereafter,’ | 
has an exclusive reference to a future state of being 


when the things of time and sense are passed away, 
and eternity has commenced with all men; we 
answer 
things thou (in the past tense) hast seen,’ has an| 
exclusive reference to eternity before man was! 
This, we believe, cannot be controverted. 
( T’o be Continued.) 
———— 


DOCTOR ADAM CLARKE, 


We earnestly request all Methodists to examine 
the following, which is quoted from Dr. C. their 
Grand Lama! Discoursing on the ‘Principles of the 


not oply to purchase pardon for a world of offend- 
ers, but to merit eternal happiness for mankind. 
Now an infinite happiness cannot be purchased by 
any price less than that which is infinite in value ; 
and an infinity of merit can only result from a na- 
ture thatis infinitely Divine or perfect.” Again— 
* After the resurrection comes the general judg- 
ment, ia which God shall render unto every man | 
acéording as his works have been,’ &e. Reader, 
the Seriptures no where deelare this! But the 
Scriptures do declare, that * All have sinned and | 
come short of the glory of God, being justified | 
freely by his grace, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus.” Compare this with our first} 
quotation from Dr. C.* Christ has purchased par 
, What do you think of this? Answer, as you, 
expect to give account to God! Here is no so- 
phistry, nor subterfuge. Dr. C. declares, * Now 
an infinite happiness cannot be purchased by any | 
price less than that which is infinite in value!’ We 
ask you—Is your tears, or works, or repentanee, 
* infinite in value?’ No! You know they are not! 
Shall not Christ have the possession which he has 
purchased, namely—the world—all mankind—for | 
Dr. €. Says, he has paid an tofinite price for them ? | 
Dr. C. has declared what the end of Christ’s great 
undertaking was; will it net be accomplished 2 Will 
those be endlessly miserable, for whom Christ: has 
merited eternal happiness? If you say, no! you! 
acknowledge the salvation of all men—If you say, 
yes, you give the Scriptures the lie direct, which 
say, of all, that they ‘ are justified freely by his 
race; much more then, being now justified by his 
Blood. (not by our faith, or works, or repentance,) 
we shall be saved from wrath through him?’ not 
through our repentance or works! The Doctor 
farther says, ‘ Pardon, or forgiveness of sin, implies, 
that the man’s guilt is taken away; and that he is 
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hy the same rule, the expression, * the | 


W here ts the infinite merit of Christ, all this time?) 
As he will be in DANGER as long as he lives, of 


FALLING from GRACE" Quere. After he has 


fallen from grace, what then? Dr.C. says, ‘ He is 
no longer in panerr of falling into endless punish- 
ment! There are but two alternatives for Dr. C. 
Either admit that a man can, according to this view, 
be saved without this grace, or, that his declara- 
tion, that ‘ he is ne longer in paneer of falling into 


endless punishment,’ is an absolute falsehood! 


We recommend it to the Methodists, to take this 
into consideration. Nay, more—We ask them, 
How can you answerto your consciences, for pub- 
lishing and circulating such notorious inconsistencies 
and falsehoods in the world ? 

‘To the law, and the testimony---If you spea 


| 
| 
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MISSIONARIES. 

The “ Commerctan Apventiser ” of Noy. 30 
contains au appeal to the charitable feelings of the 
good people of the city of New-York, in the Shape 
of an address, signed by Robt. Ralston of Philade) 
phia, and Divie Bethune of New-York, and an Eq) 
torial recommendation ef the same, Xe ; in whic) 
the object stated, is, to “Extinguish the funeral fires 
which annually light so many victims of ignoran, 
and superstition into eternity, &e.” And to enlight 
en the minds of those, wav are “wholly given t, 
idolatry, and instigated to self-murder by the accu, 
sed doctrines of their Shaster, &e.” 

Now, we should think the preaching of our Ca! 
vinistic Missionaries, who deal largely in ‘fire ang 
brimstone,’ would frighten them from their purpos 
and seare them into a conversion, did not fucts g 
home stare us in the face, and prove the contrary 
Within siz months, the ‘ accursed Shasters,’ know, 
by the names of ‘Catvin’s Insvirures,’ and‘ Hoy 
KINS’ SYSTEM OF DOCTRINES,’ have made FOUR 
victims ina country of eight millions of inhabitants, 
which is as many, we believe, as are sacrificed jn 
the missionary field, of one hundred and fifty mil 
lions, considering the difference of population. Th: 
‘accursed Shaster’ of idolatrous India, teaches ; 





not aceurding to the things written in the Book, it is} momentary fire; but the * accursed Shasters’ 0: 


because there is no light in you!’ 


America, teach an interminable burning? It is iy 


Choose this dxy, whether you will have Adam | yain to deny it---the difference is all in favour oi 


Clarke, or Jesus Christ, for your instructor! 
* Ve cannot serve God and mammon !!” 


REMARKS ON IMPARTIALIST. 
[CONCLUDED | 


In our last, we mentioned that our remarks 
would be continued. But having given Impartialist’s 
communication an attentive reading since it was 


| printed, we have thought properto say no more 


about it, at least, at present. We have two special 


reasons for this—our correspondents are at pre- | 
| sent liberal in their favours, and the communication 
| in question, is so obscure, that we think further re- 


marks are not necessary. We, however, inform Im- 
partialist, that in our opinion he is writing to very 


or aRe ste | little purpose ; and without he adoptsa_ style, and 
Christian religion,’ he says, ‘ It was also necessary | 
that this Redeemer should be infinitely Divine and | 
perfect; as the end of his great undertaking was, | 


makes use of a phraseology less obscure, he might 
as well write “drabic, for any benefit his readers will 
receive from his labours. We do not say this with 


| a view to offend; but to induce Impartialist to re- 


trace his steps, and travel in the plain road he start- 
ed in, 
— 


PUNCTILIO! 


Notice is hereby given, that in future ne manu- 
script found in our letter-box, will be considered as 
a communication, or intended for publication, or 
will be published in the ‘Gospel Herald ;’ unless it is 
directed to * The Editor of the Gospel Herald ;’ or in 
the address, the words ‘ Gospel Herald’ are expressed, 
and the declaration, that itis intended for publication 
in the same, is directly expressed, &c. Those persons 


| who have declared that they cannot conscientiously 


do this, are informed, that we have no jurisdiction 
over their consciences, and are quite willing they 
should cherish as many scruples as they please ; but 
it must be on the condition ( and a sine qua non,too,) 
of having liberty to cherish our own! 

All weask of our punctilious friends, is, to be con- 
sistent; and take as good care of their gospels, as 
they do of their consciences ! 


-Vole. The Gospel, Paul says, God preached to 
Abraham, is the Gospel we preach. And our motto, 


“ Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of 


great joy, which shall be to all people,” is the only 
criterion we shall consent to be judged by, in con- 
nexion with the preaching of God ; namely—* Io 
Christ shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” 

Brethren, examine yourselves, whether you are 
in the faith. Paul. 

“How beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things.” Romans x. 15, Reader, please to reverse 
this, and apply it to the fire and brimstone preachers 
of the present day ! 


the Pagans! True, they think it is pleasing to their 
god, to suffer fire fora moment—their ‘ accursed 
Shaster’ tells them so—but the ‘ accursed Ameri 
can Shasters,’ will tell them of a god, who mac 
them on purpose to burn them FOREVER! We 
repeat it---the difference is all in favour of the Pa 
gans; and were they made acquainted with the 
‘accursed Shasters’ of America, we verily beliey: 
they would send us a missionary, and commiserats 
in a becoming manner the delusions of their in 
fatuated brethren!!! 

Quere. If * 67 dollars’ will pay the salary of a 
minister in India, would it not be good policy t 
dispense with one whoreceives 3500 dollars, which 
will support 52 preachers in India, where they ar 
so much wanted? This deserves consideration! 

> — 
*Fearfulness hath surprised the Hypocrilis. 
Isatan XXXiib. 14. 

The ‘ Rewicious Inreviicexc: ! 
cate for Calvinism, (of Dee 16.) published at New 
Haven, under the head, * On the Justice of God, 
contains whatis purported to bea letter from a 
once ‘ Universalist minister, acknowledging his 
errors, and abjuring the docirine of ‘ Universal 
salvation, &c. In this letter, he acknowledges that 
he was a ‘Socrnsan!’ And ‘ resectep the Sa- 
vrour!’ Now, we say, as John said,—‘ They went 
out from us, but they were not of us; for had they 
been of us, they would have continued with us.’ I 
this ‘J. R.’ (for he does not tell his name,) will step 
into our columns, his former hypocrisy, and pre 
sent ignorance and impiety, shall be made mani- 
fest! More of this, if we have opportunity. 
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To Correspondents. 

In our notice to correspondents, see Number 5°; 
the receipt of Edward Sharman of Springfield,N.! 
is acknowledged. According to precedence, estab- 
lished by the order in which it was received, this 
communication should have been published in this 
paper. But, on attempting to read,in order to an- 
swer it, if necessary, we found it written in the 
modern fashionable style, and so close, thut the lines 
not only touch, but intersect one another, and we 
desisted from further examination, (it being quite 
lengthy) and the printer declaring thet be can 
not print it without it is transcribed, and we not 
being under advantages to undertake the job, we 
are under the disagreeable necessity of requcs'- 
ing the writer to call or send at the office, and 
get the manuscript, and transeribe it legibly for 
publication; when we shall publish it with plea- 
sure. The writer, if we were to judge by this 
specimen of his ability,can, if he pleases, write legt- 
bly, as wellas fashionably. And we presume on tak- 
ing the trouble to copy the manuscript, he will fee! 
very sensibly the reasonableness of our request, &c. 








